
This readers’ guide is intended to accompany the novel, Billy Maddox 

Takes His Shot. A free copy of the novel is available to any book club  

reader who wants to read the book and consider introducing it to their club.  

For details, contact the author, Jay Lemming, 

at jay@jaylemming-author.com.  



BILLY MADDOX TAKES HIS SHOT 

READERS’ GUIDE 

Below is a series of questions to inspire discussion at book club meetings for 

readers of Billy Maddox Takes His Shot (Book 5, Maddox Men series, by Jay   

Lemming). If you received this readers’ guide without having already read Billy 

Maddox Takes His Shot, the author will provide a single free copy of the novel to 

any book club member who may want to read the book and consider introducing it 

to their club. Contact Jay at jay@jaylemming-author.com.  

All risk for this transaction is borne by the author. No book club member will be    

required to introduce Billy Maddox Takes His Shot to their group if they read the 

book and decide it is not a good fit, though they are asked, when requesting a free 

copy of the novel, to act in good faith and consider making such an introduction.  

 

Billy Maddox Takes His Shot Discussion Questions 

1. Memory plays a huge role in Billy Maddox Takes His Shot, starting with a 

short flashback on the first page of the novel. How does the memory of Matthew 

Maddox, Billy Maddox’s brother, impact the current life 

circumstances for Hector and Billy Maddox? How did 

they get to be who they are as a result of what hap-

pened to Matthew? 

2. Are there philosophical differences between how 

Hector and Billy respond to what happened to    Mat-

thew? And what are their similarities? Do those re-

sponses compete or complement each other? 

3. Billy has struggled with anger issues throughout 

most of his adolescence and early adulthood. Are 

the causes of his anger clear? What, if anything, can 

he do to improve his perspective so his anger issues 

will become more manageable? 

4. How, if at all, does Billy’s friendships with Carl 

and Pete improve his outlook and allow him to 

come to terms with some of the pain he’s been 

holding onto since his brother’s death? 

 

Visit jaylemming-
author.com for blog 

posts about Billy      
Maddox Takes His Shot. 

Leave a comment on 
one of the posts and 

the author will respond. 



Billy Maddox Takes His Shot Discussion Questions (con.) 

 

5. Given the circumstances of teenage pregnancy and the current state of Billy 

and Jessie’s marriage, how likely is it that their relationship can and will survive? 

6. What are Rhoda’s conflicts? How does she feel obligated to both her          

husband, Hector, and her son, Billy? 

7. In what sense is grief an easy-to-express emotion for the two Maddox men 

in the story? In what sense is it buried and what is the outcome as a result? 

8. Given the circumstances of teenage pregnancy and the state of Billy and 

Jessie’s marriage, what is the likelihood that their relationship can and will survive? 

9. Describe Jessie’s relationship with her father. In what sense is it similar and 

in what sense is it different from Billy’s relationship with his father, Hector? 

10. What, if anything, does Jessie contribute to the dysfunction in their mar-

riage? Or is Billy primarily at fault? What do they both contribute that strengthens 

their relationship, if anything? 

11. Does Billy’s perspective on border crossers change throughout the novel or 

largely remain the same?  

12. What quality does Nate Brown represent to international border             
concerns? Is he the ultimate realist or a cynic with a bad heart? 

 

Author Available to Participate in Reading Group Discussions 

Jay Lemming, author of Billy Maddox Takes His Shot (Book 5,    

Maddox Men series), is available to participate in book club       

gatherings where the novel is under discussion. He can meet in 

person around the Washington, DC metropolitan area, or via phone 

or Skype for a meeting anywhere else. Contact Jay at 

jay@jaylemming-author.com for more information.  

FREE: Pick up the first scene of 

Green Bay Outsiders, the upcoming 

novel from the Maddox Men series, 

at http://jaylemming-author.com. 

http://jaylemming-author.com

